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and Minerals." This part contains considerable technical in- 
formation as to current terms used to designate different 
mineral deposits and formations, with the distinctive charac- 
teristics of each, together with a full discussion as to the 
property rights appertaining to the same. One chapter is 
devoted to mining rules and customs, discussing their relation 
to, and the extent to which they are incorporated in, the state 
and Federal statutes. Another chapter is devoted to the com- 
paratively new subject of oil and gas leases, and the law re- 
lating thereto is well summarized. 

The rights and liabilities arising from the relations of lessor 
and lessee of mines, water rights, mining easements, the rela- 
tion of employer and employee, are all fully considered, like- 
wise the situations arising when mines are owned and con- 
trolled by the various sorts of common-law and statutory as- 
sociations. 

The second part of the book deals with " Actions for Inju- 
ries to Mining Rights and Persons," discussing at length the 
various personal actions and their effect as applied to the 
general subject. 

On the whole, the work is decidedly good, and the subject 
is clearly and logically set forth. Our only adverse criticism 
would be that the author goes rather largely into detail in 
applying familiar common-law principles to the subject in 
hand. Particularly in the second part of the work, a great 
deal of space is devoted to setting forth principles which apply 
equally well and in the same manner to all other branches 
of business and trade where the same relations exist; and 
the fact that the same questions also arise with regard to 
mining rights hardly justifies the lengthy repetition of such 
familiar propositions in a work of this nature. 

J. B. C. 



A Review of the Decision of the United States Circuit 
Court at St. Paul in the Case of United States v. 
Northern Securities Company. By J. L. Thorndike, 
of the Boston Bar. Pp. 36. Boston : Little, Brown & Co., 
1903. 

Although one may not be inclined to agree with the views 
here expressed by Mr. Thorndike in criticising the Circuit 
Court's decision against the Northern Securities Company, the 
pamphlet is one which deserves careful reading by any one who 
is reviewing that case and the questions there involved. The 
plan pursued by Mr. Thorndike has been to analyze the mode 
of reasoning upon which the decision is based, and at each 
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successive step to ascertain the basis for the decision and its 
force. His conclusions are : that " there is no authority for 
saying that such a union would constitute a monopoly or be 
contrary to any rule of law ;" that " whatever conclusion may 
be reached regarding the propriety of the acquisition of the 
shares by the Northern Securities Company, the provisions 
of the decree seem to go far beyond the authority of the 
statute;" that if the court had limited itself to the making 
of a decree properly within its power, then " it would have 
appeared that there was no ground for making any decree 
whatever against the Northern Securities Company." The 
paper is short, easily obtainable, and, in view of the logical, 
careful, reasonable, and scholarly analysis made by the writer, 
it cannot be disregarded by anyone who shall take up the 
study of this widely interesting and vastly important case. 

E. H. B. 



Tribal Custom in Anglo-Saxon Law. By Frederic See- 
bohm, LL.D., F.S.A. Pp. ix+538. Longmans, Green & 
Co., London, New York, and Bombay, 1902. 
We have an essay here of some five hundred pages, supple- 
mental to two other essays from the same author, ( 1 ) " The 
English Village Community," (2) " The Tribal System in 
Wales." Neither of these latter two have we had the pleas- 
ure of examining, but we trust they prove more generally 
valuable than the work in hand. The Preface reads : " In the 
first essay an attempt was made to approach the early Anglo- 
Saxon evidence from the point of view of the manorial system, 
and mainly by tracing back its connection with the open field 
system of agriculture — the shell, so to speak, in which it had 
all along apparently lived." It seems that the object of this 
third essay in the trilogy is to approach the Anglo-Saxon laws 
from the point of view of tribal custom. The author frankly 
acknowledges that the present essay cannot be wholly appre- 
ciated without an acquaintance with the intermediate essay, but 
we doubt not but that the value of this last essay is seriously 
handicapped by the abruptness of its beginning, the author pre- 
suming that the reader has followed his preceding essays. 
Each of the essays could be of value if independent and com- 
plete in itself, but unless the reader of the " Tribal Custom" 
book comes prepared with a good general knowledge of 
Anglo-Saxon language and customs, he is in no wise ready 
to begin reading this last of the three essays. For the general 
reader it is too technical ; for the student of English history, 
bent upon gaining the most minute knowledge of the details 



